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Senate Approves Rep. Tom Price for Department of Health
and Human Services Secretary on Party Lines, 52-47

In the early morning of Feb. 10, the Senate approved Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) to be the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) by a party line vote of 52-47 (with one Senator, Claire
McCaskill (D-MO), not voting).

During the nearly 30-hour debate that preceded the vote, a number of Republican Senators voiced their
strong support for Rep. Price, describing him as a healthcare leader in the House of Representatives and
highlighting his roles in Congress as the Chairman of the House Budget Committee and a member of the
House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee. Several Republican members also emphasized his experience
as an orthopedic surgeon. For example, Senator Michael Enzi (R-WY) at one point during the debate asked:
“Who better than a doctor to head an organization” that oversees the majority of the country’s healthcare
programs?

In contrast, Democrats expressed opposition to Rep. Price’s nomination. During the debate leading up to the
vote, Democrats reiterated their concerns about Rep. Price’s stock holdings in certain healthcare companies
and his views regarding the Affordable Care Act (ACA), Medicaid and Medicare.

Secretary Price was sworn in on Feb. 10. He now steps into the role as President Donald Trump’s lead at
HHS, including an anticipated focus on ACA repeal, replace and repair efforts, as well as potential efforts to
address the Medicare and Medicaid programs. The Secretary is expected to take swift administrative action
relating to the ACA in particular, although the precise contours of the regulatory changes he may pursue
remain to be seen.
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice

Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement
strategies which protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and
policy — including the Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government as well as the private and non-profit sectors.
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney
General, former general counsels for EPA, OMB and the Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), among others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our
lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of
leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients.

Sidley Healthcare Practice

Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and
device companies, DME suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, professional associations
and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare financing and delivery,
including coding, reimbursement, and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation, and competition. We have
extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and state enforcement
agencies.

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website.
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