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Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee
Holds Hearing on the Individual Health Insurance Market on
February 1, 2017

On February 1, 2017, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee held a hearing
on the individual health insurance market entitled “Obamacare Emergency: Stabilizing the Individual Health
Insurance Market.”

The hearing included focus on the following:

¢ No repeal without replace: Senate HELP Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) reiterated that
repeal and replace must be simultaneous.

e Individual insurance market reform: Chairman Alexander indicated that he wishes to work
with Democrats to stabilize the individual insurance market. He stated this market is in the most
danger of collapse without swift Congressional intervention.

0 Chairman Alexander and witnesses agreed that Congress must act by March or April of this
year to stabilize the individual market.

0 According to certain committee members and witnesses at the hearing, examples of policy
options that potentially could help to stabilize the individual market include less rigid
essential health benefits requirements; streamlined special enroliment periods; shorter grace
periods for individuals who fail to pay premiums on time; modified cost-sharing reductions;
and greater state flexibility to regulate the individual market.

e Medicaid: Democrats and former Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear (D) stressed that proposals to
block grant or otherwise change the structure of the Medicaid program would lead to fewer insured
individuals and poor health and economic outcomes.
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice

Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement
strategies which protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and
policy — including the Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government as well as the private and non-profit sectors.
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney
General, former general counsels for EPA, OMB and the Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), among others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our
lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of
leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients.

Sidley Healthcare Practice

Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and
device companies, DME suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, professional associations
and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare financing and delivery,
including coding, reimbursement, and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation, and competition. We have
extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and state enforcement
agencies.

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website.
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