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Three Senators Urge Health and Human Services Secretary to 
Use Statutory Authority to Allow Drugs from Canada 
On Feb. 14, Sens. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, John McCain, R-Ariz., and Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., issued a 
letter to Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price requesting that he take action to allow importation 
of prescription drugs from Canada under certain circumstances. Specifically, the Senators urge Secretary 
Price to use statutory authority granted by the Medicare Prescription Drug Improvement and Modernization 
Act of 2003 to permit pharmacists, wholesale retailers and in some cases, individuals to import drugs from 
Canada in the following circumstances: 

• The drug is off patent or no longer marketed in the U.S. by the innovator company. 

• The drug is subject to a significant and unexplained price increase. 

• The drug does not have a direct competitor currently on the market.  

• The drug is produced in another country by the original name-brand manufacturer or by a well-
known generic manufacturer. 

In addition, the Senators’ letter indicates that Secretary Price should work to fast-track the Food and Drug 
Administration approval process for competitors to these drugs. 
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice 
Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement 
strategies which protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and 
policy – including the Legislative, Executive and Judicial branches of government as well as the private and non-profit sectors. 
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing 
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives 
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney 
General, former general counsels for EPA, OMB and the Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), among others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our 
lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of 
leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients. 

Sidley Healthcare Practice 
Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and 
device companies, DME suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, professional associations 
and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare financing and delivery, 
including coding, reimbursement, and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation, and competition. We have 
extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and state enforcement 
agencies. 
 

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website. 
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