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To Congress, President Trump Addresses Affordable Care Act, 
Prescription Drug Costs and Food and Drug Administration  
On Feb. 28, President Donald Trump outlined his administration’s policy priorities during his first address 
to Congress. Among the topics he addressed were the repeal and replacement of the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), prescription drug prices and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval process.  

President Trump called on Congress to repeal and replace the ACA, referring to the law as an “imploding ... 
disaster.” He also presented health reform principles that he believes should guide Congress as it works to 
repeal and replace the ACA: 

• ensure that Americans with preexisting conditions have access to coverage; 

• make sure that Americans currently enrolled in the ACA exchanges have a stable transition; 

• help Americans purchase health coverage that “they want” with the use of tax credits and through the 
expanded use of health savings accounts; 

• provide governors with the flexibility and resources to reform the Medicaid program; 

• implement medical malpractice reform to lower the cost of insurance; and 

• allow Americans to purchase health insurance plans across state lines. 

On the issue of prescription drug costs, President Trump called on lawmakers to “work to bring down the 
artificially high price of drugs and bring them down immediately.”  

The President also used his speech to acknowledge Rare Disease Week, recognizing one of his gallery guests, 
Meghan Crowley, who was diagnosed with Pompe Disease as a child. He then pivoted to criticize the FDA, 
describing the approval process as “slow and burdensome,” and called on Congress to “slash restraints” on 
the approval process. Trump’s recently announced nominee to head the FDA, Dr. Scott Gottlieb, similarly 
has advocated for reform with respect to FDA’s review and approval processes, particularly with respect to 
rare-disease drugs. 
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice 
Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement 
strategies that protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and 
policy – including the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government as well as the private and nonprofit sectors. 
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing 
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives 
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney 
General, former General Counsels for the Environmental Protection Agency, the Office of Management and Budget and the 
Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, among 
others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and 
regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients. 

Sidley Healthcare Practice 
Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and 
device companies, durable medical equipment suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, 
professional associations and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare 
financing and delivery, including coding, reimbursement and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation and 
competition. We have extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and 
state enforcement agencies. 
 

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website. 

To receive Sidley Updates, please subscribe at www.sidley.com/subscribe. 
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