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Additional Leadership Positions Filled at Department of Health 
and Human Services and Office of Management and Budget 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has named several additional key leadership and 
staff positions: 

• Dr. Donald Rucker will be the new National Coordinator of the Office of the National Coordinator 
(ONC) at HHS. Dr. Rucker was previously an emergency room doctor and chief medical officer at 
Siemens.   

• Jeffrey Anderson has been selected to direct the HHS Office of Health Reform. Anderson was 
previously a fellow at the Hudson Institute. Before that, he served as a senior speechwriter at HHS in 
the George W. Bush administration.  

• Stephen Parente will be the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE). Parente was 
previously the Minnesota insurance industry chair of health finance, and was the associate dean of 
MBA programs and the director of the Medical Industry Leadership Institute at the University of 
Minnesota.  

• John Graham will be the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the office of the ASPE. Graham 
was most recently a senior fellow at the National Center for Policy Analysis.  

• John O’Brien was chosen to be a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the office of the ASPE. O’Brien was 
previously the vice president of public policy at CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield.  

• Jane Lucas will be a Deputy Director in the Immediate Office of the Secretary. Lucas was 
previously Legislative Director to Senator John Thune, R-S.D. 

• Emily Wilkinson will serve as a Policy Advisor in the Immediate Office of the Secretary. She was 
previously a Legislative Assistant to Senator Dean Heller, R-Nev.  

• Sarah Arbes will be the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislation at HHS. Arbes was 
previously a vice president at the Business Roundtable and was Deputy Health Policy Director to the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.  
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• Ashley Palmer will serve as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislation at HHS. Palmer was 
previously a staffer for the House Budget Committee. 

• Sara Morse will serve as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislation at HHS. Morse most recently 
served as the manager of legislative and political affairs at the American College of Surgeons.  

• Courtney Lawrence will serve as a Deputy Assistant Secretary for Legislation at HHS. Lawrence 
was previously the vice president of federal affairs at America’s Health Insurance Plans. 

President Trump also has announced nominations for additional key leadership positions in the White 
House Office of Management and Budget (OMB), including the following: 

• Russ Vought has been nominated to serve as Deputy Director of OMB. Vought was most recently 
the vice president of grassroots outreach at the Heritage Foundation.  

• Neomi Rao has been nominated to head the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs at OMB. 
Rao was most recently a law professor at George Mason University’s Antonin Scalia Law School. Rao 
also served as an Associate White House Counsel under George W. Bush. 
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice 
Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement 
strategies that protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and 
policy – including the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government as well as the private and nonprofit sectors. 
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing 
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives 
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney 
General, former General Counsels for the Environmental Protection Agency, the Office of Management and Budget and the 
Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, among 
others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and 
regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients. 

Sidley Healthcare Practice 
Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and 
device companies, durable medical equipment suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, 
professional associations and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare 
financing and delivery, including coding, reimbursement and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation and 
competition. We have extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and 
state enforcement agencies. 
 

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website. 
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