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President Trump Announces New Commission to Address the 
Opioid Epidemic 
On March 29, President Donald Trump issued an executive order (EO) entitled Presidential Executive Order 
Establishing the President’s Commission on Combating Drug Addiction and the Opioid Crisis. The 
Commission’s mission, as stated in the EO, is the following: 

• identify and describe existing federal funding used to combat drug addiction and the opioid crisis 

• assess the availability and accessibility of drug addiction treatment services and overdose reversal 
throughout the country and identify areas that are underserved 

• identify and report on best practices for addiction prevention, including healthcare provider 
education and evaluation of prescription practices and the use and effectiveness of state prescription 
drug monitoring programs 

• review the literature evaluating the effectiveness of educational messages for youth and adults with 
respect to prescription and illicit opioids 

• identify and evaluate existing federal programs to prevent and treat drug addiction for their scope 
and effectiveness and make recommendations for improving these programs 

• make recommendations to the president for improving the federal response to drug addiction and 
the opioid crisis 

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie (R) is expected to lead the Commission. Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Tom Price, Veterans Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin, Defense Secretary James Mattis and up to five additional members will serve on the Commission.  

The EO requires the Commission to submit a report to the president within 90 days of the issuance of the 
EO, providing interim findings and recommendations related to the areas identified above. A report 
containing final findings and recommendations is due by Oct. 1, unless the Chair of the Commission 
provides written notice to the President that an extension is necessary. Under the EO, the Commission will 
terminate 30 days after submitting its final report, unless extended by the President before that date. 
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Sidley Government Strategies Practice 
Sidley’s Government Strategies group works at the crossroads of law and policy, helping clients develop and implement 
strategies that protect and further their business interests. Multiple institutions influence the development of federal law and 
policy – including the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government as well as the private and nonprofit sectors. 
The professionals in our Government Strategies practice work with our clients to assist them in understanding and managing 
these multiple influences in a successful manner. Our group features a 28-year veteran of the U.S. House of Representatives 
who chaired the Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality, a former Acting U.S. Attorney 
General, former General Counsels for the Environmental Protection Agency, the Office of Management and Budget and the 
Department of Agriculture, and former Counselors to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, among 
others who have filled high-profile posts. A number of our lawyers have had major roles in the drafting, enactment and 
regulatory implementation of landmark laws. This rare mix of leadership translates to an unusual level of value for our clients. 

Sidley Healthcare Practice 
Our Healthcare Practice represents participants in all facets of the healthcare industry, including pharmaceutical, biotech and 
device companies, durable medical equipment suppliers, hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, physician-owned companies, 
professional associations and research institutions. Our lawyers combine a strong background in the complexities of healthcare 
financing and delivery, including coding, reimbursement and coverage issues, privacy and security, trade regulation and 
competition. We have extensive experience representing clients on enforcement and regulatory matters before federal and 
state enforcement agencies. 
 

For more information and updates, please visit our Health Matters: Navigating ACA Reform website. 

To receive Sidley Updates, please subscribe at www.sidley.com/subscribe. 
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